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BILATERAL RELATIONS

Bilateral relations between South Africa and Poland 
are excellent.

The people-to-people links also are strong.

During the Warsaw Uprising of August/September
1944, the South African Air Force played a key role in
the airlifts to support the Home Army. We
commemorate the huge sacrifice also on the South
African side through wreath laying ceremonies in
Poland and in South Africa every year.



3

POLITICAL RELATIONS

During the struggle against apartheid in South Africa,
very important support was provided to the South
African liberation movements by various countries in
Europe, including Poland.

Poland’s diplomatic ties with the apartheid regime 
were severed in the 1950s.
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POLITICAL RELATIONS

The processes of restoring democracy in South Africa
and Poland allowed for the re-establishment of
diplomatic relations.

The first Interest Office of South Africa was opened in 
Warsaw in April 1991, a month after the Polish 
Interest Office was opened in Pretoria.

Full diplomatic relations were established with the 
signing of a Protocol in Pretoria on 18 December 1991 
by the respective Foreign Ministers.

1991
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HIGH LEVEL VISITS

Since the establishment of full diplomatic relations,
there have been numerous high level visits between
South Africa in Poland.

Among them were the visit by then Prime Minister 
Donald Tusk in October 2013 to South Africa, and the 
return visit by then Deputy President Kgalema 
Motlanthe in March 2014.
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SOUTH AFRICA
in the world
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SOUTH AFRICA

SOUTH AFRICA
Is the most southern tip of Africa
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SOUTH AFRICA’S GEOGRAPHY

Area (square km)

● total: 1,219,090

● land: 1,214470

● water: 4,620

Land boundaries

● total: 5,244 km

Almost four times the size 

of Poland

(country comparison to the world: 25)
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SOUTH AFRICA’S POPULATION

2019

57.8m

source: http://www.worldometers.info

(country comparison to the world: 25)
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South Africa’s value proposition:
● Africa’s most industrialised economy. It is the region’s principal 

manufacturing hub and a leading services destination.

● Highly diversified economic structure in terms of sectoral 

composition.

● One of the most open economies in the world (ratio of exports and 

imports to GDP exceeds 58%). Preferential access to numerous 

global markets.

● Endowed with an abundance of natural resources.

● An extensive and modern infrastructure network.

● Sophisticated banking sector with a major footprint in Africa. It is the 

continent’s financial hub.

● Offers a supportive and growing ecosystem as a hub for innovation, 

technology and fintech.

SOUTH AFRICA’S ECONOMY
SOUTH AFRICA’S ECONOMY OFFERS A STRONG VALUE PROPOSITION
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SOUTH AFRICA’S ECONOMY
SECTORAL COMPOSITION OF GDP IN 2017
USD 349, 4 BILLION
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Source: IDC, compiled using South African Revenue Service (SARS) data

The Economy: Diversified 

Export Sector and Wide 

Global Reach

South Africa’s access to global 

markets is enhanced by its trade 

agreements 

e.g. Southern African Development 

Community (SADC) Free Trade Area, 

European Union-SADC Economic 

Partnership Agreement, preferential 

access to the United States market 

under the African Growth and 

Opportunity

Act (AGOA)

SOUTH AFRICA’S ECONOMY
LEADING MARKETS FOR SA EXPORTS, 2017 (R1 187.5BN)
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COMPOSITION OF SA’S EXPORT BASKET
2017



14

THE ECONOMY: 

POISED FOR FASTER GROWTH
Largest and most advanced economy on the African continent

● South Africa offers a unique combination of developed-world infrastructure and logistics 

networks, and a diversified emerging market (EM) economy offering low sectoral 

concentration risks.

● Its gross domestic product (GDP) of ZAR4.65-trillion (USD349.4-billion at the average 

USD/ZAR exchange rate for 2017) represents circa 16% of the African continent’s overall 

GDP.

● The composition of South Africa’s GDP is similar to those of developed economies -

diversified and positioned to generate sustainable long-term returns on invested capital.

● While economic growth has been slow in recent years, the economy’s growth potential can 

be enhanced through policy certainty and consistency, as well as structural reforms, 

leading to higher levels of investment activity.
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The National Treasury estimated that South Africa’s potential growth can be raised by 2.5 

percentage points if the necessary policy and administrative reforms are undertaken.

POTENTIAL UPSIDE IN SOUTH AFRICA’S ECONOMIC GROWTH FORECASTS

GDP growth expectations 2019 (%) 2020 (%)

SA Reserve Bank (September 2018) 1.9 2

IDC (September 2018) 1.6 2.2

IMF (October 2018) 1.4 1.7

Bloomberg consensus (September 2018) 1.9 2.1

Reuters consensus (September 2018) 1.7 2

Sources: South African Reserve Bank, Industrial Development Corporation (IDC), International Monetary Fund(IMF) Bloomberg, Reuters

THE ECONOMY: 

POISED FOR FASTER GROWTH
Largest and most advanced economy on the African continent
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A responsible participant in the global economy …
● Ranked number one in Africa with regard to Strength of Investor Protection 

(21st globally) and Protection of Minority Shareholders’ Interests (30th 

globally)*.

● Ranked 31st in the world in terms of Efficiency of Legal Framework in Settling 

Disputes*.

● Progressive Constitution and sound governance framework.

● Independent judiciary provides respect for the rule of law.

● Actively addressing corruption.

● Meaningful contributor to global governance.

Superior long-term investment returns …
● South Africa has produced solid financial returns for portfolio investors.

● The Johannesburg Securities Exchange All Share Index has outperformed 

other emerging market indices since the start of the new millennium.

INVESTMENT ENVIRONMENT:
SAFE INVESTMENT DESTINATION OFFERING SOLID RETURNS
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Ranked number one in Africa on the World Bank’s Logistics 

Performance Index …

Road, rail and port

facilities

● 158 952km of paved roads (10th globally). South Africa is ranked 50th 

globally for quality of roads.

● 20 986km of railways (13th globally for length of railways).

● Eight seaports:

- Two of the world’s top container ports (Durban and Cape Town).

- Two of the world’s largest dry bulk ports (Richards Bay and Saldanha Bay).

Beneficiation/energy

capacity

● Installed generation capacity of 47.3KW, with significant excess capacity 

coming on stream.

Most advanced ICT

infrastructure

● Internet and personal computer penetration is the highest in the region, with 

54% of individuals using the internet.

● Upload and download speeds are significantly higher than other regional 

economies.

Ease of air travel ● 144 airports with paved runways.

● Ranked 25th globally for Quality of Air Transport Infrastructure.

PLATFORM TO SUPPORT GROWTH:
WORLD-CLASS INFRASTRUCTURE IS A COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE
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Domestic market:
● A population of 57.8-million people and a growing middle class. South Africa 

ranks 27th globally for its domestic market size.

● A total of 27.7-million people in the working-age category.

● Young population, as 66% are under the age of 35.

● Young, vibrant population presents major opportunities for investors.

Gateway to Africa:
● Location of choice for multinationals in Africa, underpinned by factors such as 

skilled labour force, established infrastructure and a world-class banking and 

financial services sector, among others.

● The cost of doing business in SOuth Africa is a major pull factor, underpinned 

by the supportive environment and relative competitive advantages on the 

continent.

● Provides access to the continent, with population of over one billion and a 

GDP of USD 2.2-trillion.

● Regional partnership, including participation in SADC, the Southern African 

Customs Union (SACU), and the new African COntinental Free Trade Area, 

provide platforms for growth across several sectors.

PLATFORM TO SUPPORT GROWTH:
LARGE MARKETS THAT COULD BE ACCESSED
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● South Africa is a member of the World Trade Organisation.

● Access to global markets has been enhanced through bilateral 

agreements with most of South Africa’s major trading partners. 

Preferential access to key export markets has been secured through 

various agreements and by participating in regional economic 

communities.

The World Trade Organization is an 

intergovernmental organization that is 

concerned with the regulation of 

international trade between nations.

PLATFORM TO SUPPORT GROWTH:
PREFERENTIAL ACCESS TO KEY WORLD MARKETS
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AGREEMENT NAME TYPE OF 

AGREEMENT

COUNTRIES/REGION

AL BLOCKS 

INVOLVED

Southern African Customs Union 

(SACU)

Customs Union South Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, 

Namibia, eSwaniti, (formerly 

Swaziland)

Southern African Development 

Community  (SADC) Free Trade 

Area (FTA)

Free Trade Agreement 15 SADC member states

Economic Partnership Agreements 

(EPAs)

Free Trade Agreement SACU-EU EPA plus Mozambique 

and Angola

EFTA-SACU FTA Free Trade Agreement SACU-EFTA (Iceland, 

Liechtenstein, Norway, and 

Switzerland)

African Growth and Opportunity 

Act (AGOA)

Unilateral assistance measures 

(non reciprocal)

US-39, sub Saharan African 

countries

Generalised System of 

Preferences (GSP)

Unilateral (non reciprocal) SA-EU, Norway, Switzerland, 

Russia, Turkey, US, Canada, 

Japan

SACU-Mercosur Preferential trade agreement SACU and Argentina, Brazil, 

Paraguay and Uruguay

Source: INVEST SA

The African Continental Free Trade Area will boost intra-African trade and create a large market of over one 

billion people and a combined GDP of USD 2.2 trillion that will unlock industrial development.

PLATFORM TO SUPPORT GROWTH:
PREFERENTIAL ACCESS TO KEY WORLD MARKETS
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In June 2016, South Africa signed the EU-SADC 
Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) together with 
5 other southern African countries (Botswana, 
Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia, and Swaziland).

Pending ratification by all States, the agreement 
provisionally entered into force as of 10 October 
2016.

The EPA  covers more than 90% of South African 
trade with the EU, including most agricultural goods.

ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP 

AGREEMENT:
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World Class capital markets…
…reflected in capital-raising 

statistics*

• South Africa has world-class equity and debt capital 

markets, on par with those in developed economies.

• The Johannesburg Securities Exchange (JSE) is one of 

the world’s top 20 exchanges and has a market 

capitalisation of USD1.11-trillion.

• South Africa’s major primary and secondary equity and 

bond markets, based at the JSE, represent a market 

capitalisation-to-GDP ratio of 312%.

• South Africa has a sophisticated and well-regulated 

banking sector, ranked 37th globally for financial 

soundness.

• Twelve initial public offerings (IPOs) in 2017 with total 

proceeds of USD2.3-billion, compared to USD261-million 

in 2013. A total of 44 IPOs over the period 2013 to 2017, 

collectively totalling

USD4.8-billion.

• Five of the top 10 IPOs by value in Africa in 2017 were 

raised in

South Africa.

• A total of 251 further offerings (FOs) in 2017 

(collectively valued at USD37.6-billion), up from 35 FOs 

(totalling USD4.6-billion) in 2013.

• South Africa accounted for seven of the top 10 further 

offerings in Africa in 2017.South Africa’s financial sector has a large 

footprint across the African continent.

Source*: PWC, Africa Capital Markets Watch,  prepared using data from Dealogic

PLATFORM TO SUPPORT GROWTH:
ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE CAPITAL
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South Africa is actively seeking to enhance  

investment levels

Industrial policy 

framework

South Africa’s 

catalytic approach 

for investment

•  South Africa provides active support for 

investors by providing a wide range of 

incentives, including a comprehensive suite of 

tax incentives for investment in special economic 

zones (SEZs).

• Incentives offered by SEZs include:

1. Preferential 15% corporate tax rate;

2. Value-added tax (VAT) and customs duty 

suspension in customs-controlled areas;

3. Employment incentive;

4. Building allowance; and

5. Preferential land rental and utility rates.

•  Investment in labour-absorbing industries is 

encouraged through various mechanisms.

•  Financing assistance is provided by state-

owned development finance institutions (DFIs) 

such as the Industrial Development Corporation 

(IDC), the Development Bank of Southern Africa 

(DBSA) and the Land Bank.

Comprehensive suite of financial 

grants, tax incentives and other forms 

of business support for investors.

Policy and administrative reforms to 

stimulate investment.

Incentives for investment in special 

economic zones.

Attractive support and incentive 

system and financing by state-owned 

DFIs for industrial development and 

investment promotion.

POLICY FRAMEWORK INCENTIVISES  

INVESTMENT TO STIMULATE GROWTH:
INDUSTRIAL POLICY SUPPORT
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SECTORAL STRENGTHS OF SOUTH 

AFRICA’S PROVINCES
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AGRICULTURE AND

AGRO-PROCESSING

MINING AND 

MINERALS

BENEFICIATION

MANUFACTURING

● Fruit and vegetable packaging & 

canning.

● Fruit juice processing.

● Processing of soy-based products.

● Processing of organic, vegetarian, 

dehydrated foods.

● Meat processing.

● Aquaculture.

● Expansion of dairy value chain.

● High-value additives and 

nutraceuticals.

● Non-edible oil processing

● Crop production for feedstock into 

biofuels processing.

● Indigenous plant and flower 

growing.

● Coal-bed methane: 

- coal-to-liquid 

- coal ash utilisation to address  

acid mine drainage 

- carbon capture and storage.

● Manganese value chain 

development.

● Vanadium as a strategic input to 

energy storage.

● Development of titanium value 

chain,especially titanium 

dioxide.

● Ferrochrome production, 

revitalising chrome value chain.

● PGMs beneficiation, 

development of fuel cell 

industry.

● Motor vehicles, parts, 

accessories.

● Other transport equipment (e.g. 

heavy vehicles, aircraft, 

vessels, rail equipment).

● Machinery and equipment.

● Metals fabrication.

● Chemicals, plastics.

● Pharmaceuticals.

● Footwear, leather industries.

● Clothing, textiles.

● Cosmetics.

● Fast-moving consumer goods.

ATTRACTIVE OPPORTUNITIES

ACROSS SEVERAL SECTORS
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ADVANCED 

MANUFACTURING

SERVICES INFRASTRUCTURE

● Fuel cells.

● Energy storage.

● Speciality materials.

● Electronics.

● Aerospace.

● Defence industries.

● Medical devices and 

emerging tele-medical 

instrumentation.

● Speciality chemicals, 

including biochemicals.

● Additive manufacturing, 

including 3D printing.

● Tourism.

● Business process 

outsourcing.

● Financial and insurance 

services.

● Internet of Things-related 

opportunities.

● Film production and support 

services.

● Oceans economy-related 

services (e.g. shipbuilding, 

repairs, maintenance).

● Energy generation 

infrastructure,

● including renewables.

● Energy efficiency.

● Transportation and logistics

● infrastructure.

● Water infrastructure.

● Telecommunications 

infrastructure.

● Agro-logistics and rural

● infrastructure.

● Recycling.

ATTRACTIVE OPPORTUNITIES

ACROSS SEVERAL SECTORS
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SOUTH AFRICA AS A REGIONAL GATEWAY:
THE AFRICAN CONTINENT OFFERS A MYRIAD OF OPPORTUNITIES

SECTOR OPPORTUNITY

Agriculture and 

agro-processing

Africa has 60% of the world’s uncultivated arable land, with value-adding opportunities in the 

food processing sector; it has abundant water resources for energy generation, irrigation and 

potable water.

Mining and 

minerals 

beneficiation

Africa is a major player in producing various mineral resources such as platinum, chromium, 

diamonds, gold, bauxite, cobalt, copper, phosphate and uranium. The continent has almost 8% 

of the world’s oil reserves. Its enviable resource endowment provides vast opportunities for 

investment in mining and minerals beneficiation.

Hydrocarbons, 

particularly 

natural gas

Large offshore and onshore gas reserve discoveries in, for example, Mozambique and 

Tanzania present huge development opportunities for energy generation, among others.

Manufacturing There is a wide range of opportunities, including the development of value chains such as 

petro-chemicals, food processing and beverages production, minerals beneficiation and metal 

products fabrication, forestry and wood processing, textiles and clothing, footwear, etc.

Infrastructure There are massive development opportunities across the infrastructure spectrum, including 

input requirements associated with Africa’s on-going infrastructure and industrial development 

drive.
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SECTOR OPPORTUNITY

Forestry and wood 

processing

There is massive potential in commercial forestry and downstream development in the 

respective value chains.

Consumer goods Africa has just over one billion consumers, a young population, rising disposable income, a 

growing middle class and increasingly sophisticated consumer segments. These factors are 

indicative of numerous opportunities for consumer-oriented sectors.

Banking 

sector/financial 

services

There has been rapid growth in the past decade, with financial sector reforms underpinning 

this momentum.

Information and 

communications 

technology

This has been an important driver behind Africa’s economic growth in recent years, 

underpinned by an already substantial and rapidly expanding subscriber base.

Regional integration Regional economic communities (for example, SADC, SACU, Common Market for Eastern 

and Southern Africa (COMESA) and East African Community (EAC)) are key drivers of 

economic growth, investment activity in infrastructure and productive activities, as well as 

intra-African trade. The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) will bring together 55 

African countries with a combined population of more than one billion people and a GDP of 

USD2.2-trillion.

SOUTH AFRICA AS A REGIONAL GATEWAY:
THE AFRICAN CONTINENT OFFERS A MYRIAD OF OPPORTUNITIES
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Total SA imports 

from Poland: 

R12,2 billion

POLAND – SOUTH AFRICA BILATERAL 

TRADE  2018
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Total SA exports 

to Poland: 

R2,5 billion

POLAND – SOUTH AFRICA BILATERAL 

TRADE  2018



2018 SA EXPORTS TO POLAND
2018 SA IMPORTS FROM 

POLAND

Iron and steel
Machinery, computers, mechanical 

appliances, etc.

Mineral products Vehicles, aircraft, vessels

Raw hides and skins (other than furskins) 

and leather 
Chemicals

Machinery, nuclear reactors, boilers, etc. Toys and sport apparel

Toys, sport apparel Equipment components, automotive

Vehicles, aircraft, vessels Prepared foodstuffs

Stone and glass Plastics, rubber and articles thereof

Plastics, rubber and articles thereof Vegetable products

Precious metals Stone and glass

31

Top 10 traded products in 2018 (SARS)
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PRIMETECH (former name KOPEX Group -

Hansen and GENWEST (PTY) LTD is a  SABS 

approved company for the manufacture, repair and 

modification of flameproof and non-flameproof 

electrical switchgear and transformers for the 

mining industry.

INGLOT SA – Cosmetics (distribution)

MOKATE – an absolute leader in the cappuccino 

market 

INVESTMENT
Polish businesses in SA
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• NASPERS - Gadu-Gadu.pl, Ceneo.pl, Bankier.pl, Otomoto.pl, 

Wykop.pl, Olx.pl, Showmax

• REDEFINE PROPERTIES (REIT) – Real estate

• MONDI – Paper (manufacturing)

• SASOL – Chemicals (distribution)

• STEINHOFF Group – Furniture (manufacturing)

• PEPCO – Chain stores (retail)

• ABRA (JD Group) – Furniture (retail)

• IMPERIAL Group – Logistics

• Bidvest Farutex – Food products (distribution)

• SCANMED SA - Life Healthcare

• SPAR – supermarket chain Piotr & Paweł

INVESTMENT
SA businesses in Poland
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South African capital is flooding into 
Poland’s property market since beginning 
2016

Two Polish property companies are listed on 
JSE namely ECHO Polska Properties and 
GTC

Property
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THANK

YOU


